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a, HE unfeigned Love I bearto 


my Country, join'd to the 
Shock of ſeeing Her in her 
preſent woful Condition, the 


my Royal Mafter, my At- 


tachment to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 


* 


the Sorrows of my Fellow Subjects, of 
which I can't chuſe but partake, prevail 


over my Inclination, and induce me to re- 
commend the following Lines to your Peru- 
ſal, an Inclination which nothing but the 
above Confiderations could have ſurmount- 


ed: Advice is received by moſt Perſons with 
Regret, eſpecially where it is attended 
with Circumſtances like the preſent; where 
we muſt point out Scenes of Error innume- 


unſhaken Allegiance I owe 


rable, 


Ks) 

rable, and ſhew the Danger of continually 
walking on Precipices before we can bring 

the Wanderer back to his right Road. I 
dare ſay you will ſurprized at an Addreſs 
of this Nature from me. And know Sir! 
that Nothing but the Public Good could 
have have induced me to it; I equally ab- 
hor the mean Artifices of ſervile Flattery, 
and Revenge; therefore at the ſame Time 
that I cannot palliate your moſt glaring 
Blunders, for ſuch Charity ſtill inclines me 
to think them, which you ſtand chargeable 
for to your Country; be ſati>fy*d that I 
ſcorn to upbraid You with any of the little 
Actions, You or any of your Creatures have 
done to me in particular. No, Sir, my 
private Reſentment ſhall never keep back _ 
the too many and too juſt Complaints of 


my Country. 


Tax Seaſon of the Year allows you ſome 
Interval for Thought; the buſy Scenes of 
Action are for a while poſtponed, and eve- 
ry Thing ſeems to be in one uninterrupted 
Lethargy ; your Opponents within Doors 
are retired to their rural Amuſements, to 
inſpect the melancholy Accom pts of their 

decreaſing Farms, and hear the doleful 
Murmurs of their Tenants, groaning un- 
der innumerable Taxes; your numerous 
Levee began to dwindle away and your 
Flatterers once contrary to their Symbol 
the Flies, withdraw from you, as the warm 

91 _— Seaſon 


N 
Seaſon approaches; your Emiſſaries no lon- 
ger crowd the Antichamber, but apply 

themſelves in their ſeveral Stations to the 
grand Buſineſs of the enſuing general E- 
ſection. »Tis now, Sir, that for a while 
retreated from the buſtling World, the 
Country affords you a Sort of a Piſgah 
Sight of the Happineſs and Tranquility, 
which an Bonet Stateſman might expect to 
meet with, after having ſerved his King 
and Country, in a long Series of ſucceſs- 
ful and well deſign'd Negociations : But, 
alas, Sir! I am afraid, that, like Mo/es, 
tho' Heaven vouchſafes you a View of that 
_ promiſed Land, yet it has fix'd an im paſſa- 
ble Barrier between Ye. On the contrary, 
_ unleſs that InaQtion has poſſeſs'd you which 
your Enemies are ſo apt to charge you with, 
T can but think, what a Horror and Re- 
morſe this little Space of Thought muſt 
occaſion in you. It muſt be a very ſenſible 
and ſtinging Reflection to a Man whoſe 
whole Life has been actuated by one con- 
tinual Spirit of Ambition, to graſp at PowW- 
er, and who having obtain'd that Power, 
hath exerciſed it to the utmoſt on thoſe 
who have honeſtly and vigorouſly oppoſed 
his Meaſures; I ſay, if ſuch an one be not 
entirely loft to common Senſe and Reaſon, 
it muſt be a tacit Reproach to him to know 
that he is attended with the Curſes of his 
Fellow Subjects in his moſt private Amuſe- 
ments, as he is with their open and avow'd 
FE, __ Cenſures 


mon 


Cenſures in his public Tranſactions. It 


muſt give Stings to the Wealth he has ac- 
cumulated while he enjoys it, and the Tears 


of the Oppreſſed will imbitter the Cup of 
Delight even while he drinks it; while 
one blaft of Fame honeſtly got and cheer- 


ly beſtow'd is a ſolid laſting Pleaſure: to 


thoſe on whom he endeavours to wreak his 


Malice, and affords them more real Satiſ- 


faction, than all his Frowns and Menaces 


can Pain. 


_ -I 8e1zs this Moment, when your more 


particular Avocations do not fo immediate- 
ly require your Preſence, now the Bow! of 


Politicks runs ſmoothly, tho' ſlowly towards 
its Mark, without your nfluencing Bias to 
direct it; *tis now, Sir, that you have an 

Opportunity ts review your paſt Conduct, 

and new model your future: For which 
Purpoſe, let me earneſtly intreat you, Sir, 
to look back on the Tranfaftions of Twen- 


ty Years paſt; however the Review may 
chagrin you, it at the ſame Time will car- 


ry ſomething very inſtructive in it; it 
is never too late to profit by Errors paſt, 


and no Man does, in the leaft, depreciate 
his Abilities by acknowledging what is a- 


miſs, and 13 his ſucceeding Conduct, 


'It is à tacit Confeſſion, that not only his 


Heart is ſtedfaſt in the Buſineſs he under- 
takes, but that the Honeſty of his Inten- 
tions hath withdrawn the Veil, which pre- 
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eipitate Reſolution had ſpread over his Mea- 
ſures, and make both his Truth and Abili- 
ties more conſpicuous. But this is only 
where the Good of the Common Weal is 
the fundamental Maxim of a Stateſman; 
for where priyate Intereſt is the prevailing 
Paſſion, every Thing is juſt the Reverſe, 
and he flies rom one Intrigue to another 
to diſguiſe the firſt, and keep the injured” 
Sufferers from enquiring into his Conduct. 


A Prime Miniſter, who has an Influ- 
ence over his Monarch by his Counſels, 
and conſequently over his Fellow Subjects 
by his Power, is marked out by Provi- 

. dence, either as an immediate Bleffing, or 

a deſtroying Curſe, to whatever Nation he 
ſhall live in. The good Miniſter defies 
the alluring Charms of private Lycre, and 
inftead of endeavouring ſecretly to amaſs 
Treaſures to himſelf is never fo well pleaſ- 
ed, as when the Affluence is general, and 
Liberty and Riches go hand in hand ; his 
Maſter's and his Country's Honour is dear- 
er to him than his own; he has no View 

but the public Good, and he ſcorns all little 
meah Artifices which cunning Men make 
uſe of to palliate their Villanies, and draw 
the generous undeſigning Ones into their 


6/4 


Snares, 


An il! Miniſter, is the greateſt Peſt, . 
that can befall any unhappy People ; he 
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Taps the Foundations of their Liberties , 


makes them Slaves imperceptibly, till with 


their own Subſtance, he bribes them to be- 
tray each other. The firft like a mild Star 
ſheds its kindly Influence, the other like a 
baleful Comet blafts where-ever it comes. 


Which of the Characters you deſerve, Sir, 


I will ſubmit to your own privateThoughts, 


it tried by the Touchſtone of your Actions. | 


T nx conſtant Courſe of your Behavi- 


our, ſince you have been in the Miniftry, 


has been to keep Peace; in ſhort, ſo peace- 
able have we been, and to ſuch a Degree, 


that we were, at length, become a By- 


word to our Neighbours ; Peace is the only 


' Bleſſing of a Trading Nation, was a Maxim 
ſo ſtrongly ſounded in our Ears, that it was 


next (as it were) to high Treaſon, even to 
mention War, or think of doing ourſelves 
Juſtice for the many barbarous and unpa- 
rallel'd Injuries we had ſuſtain'd. We have 
indeed at laſt got to War, and I could wiſh 
a little more Vigour were allow'd to ani- 
mate us, and that the uſual pacific Leaven 
were remov'd, now we have an Opportuni- 


ty, left the whole Lump ſhonld be cor- 


ru pted. 


Vov'LL excuſe me, Sir, if I remind you 
of ſome Occurrences for a few Years paſt, 
as they have appear'd to me, ſtripp'd from 
the falſe Gloſs through which you "up 

ave 
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have view'd them; which when I have 
done, I am firmly of Opinion, Sir, that you 
will at length join with me in acknowledg- 
ing, that the precarions and expenſive 
Peace we have ſuſtain'd, (I can't ſay en- 
joy'd) for ſome Time paſt, has reduc'd us 

to a worſe Situation than the moſt vigorous 
War would have done; we have negocia- 
ted ourſelves almoſt out of all Manner of 
Buſineſs, and have treated ſo long to keep 
off War, that now it is come we ſcarce 

know how to proſecute it. 


Your Opinion, that Trade is encou- 
rag'd by Peace, is true in ſome ReſpeCts, 
but then it muſt be a firm eſtabliſh'd Peace, 
and one ſettled on a good Foundation; not 
ſuch a gewgaw Phantom as hath been dreſ- 
ſed up, and preſented to us, for a Peace, 
And certainly our good, truſty, and affec-. 
rionate Allies the Dutch, as well as our 
complaiſant Friends the French, muſt for 
ſome Time paſt have laughed at our Con- 
duQ, like the Crow in the Fable, while we 
to comply with their Flattery have vain- 
ly endeavoured at an idle Song, they have 
lain upon the Catch and robb'd us of our 
moſt valuable Commodities. * 


[ believe it will be readily acknowledg- 
ed, as an indiſputable Point, that France 
is our natural Enemy, Have you treated 
her as ſuch ? I do not know how Politicks 
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may be altered, fince you have condeſcen- 


ded to take the Weighty Affairs into the 
Herculean Hands of yourſelf and Bro---r; 
if we may judge by Actions and Effects of 


principal Cauſes, we may very reaſonably 
conclude that the whole particular Syſtem is 
altered; all who in former times pretend- 
ed to conſult the Good of theſe Kingdoms 
(and there have been ſeveral who have had 
as much Pretence to it as your Honour] 
were of Opinion, That though we might 
ſometimes be at Peace with France, vet it 


n * 
could never be our Intereſt to have a cloſe 


Friendſhip with, or to put thorough Confi- 


dence in that Nation; that an Union of 
Councils between France and Spain might 
be of as dangerous Conſequence to the 


Intereſts and Trade of Great Britain, as 
an Union of thoſe two Crowns could be to 
the Liberties of Europe; and that for this 
Reaſon we ought to promote as much as 


poſſible, a good Underttanding between the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid, and to foment 


jf poſſible continual Jealouſies and Animofi- 
ties between France and Spain. Have you act- 


ed according to this Syſtem? No, on the re- 
verſe. Have you not ſhewn yourlelf a Dnpe 


to Frauce, in almoſt every Tranſaction? You 


have for the whole Courſe of your Admi- 


niſtration, been, as I may ſay, playing into 
the Hands of Fance; that haughty Na- 


tion, which, in the Memory of all of us, 
was reduced to ſue for Peace, has by that 
very 


( | ) 


very Peace, and thanks to our Indulgence, 


obtained almoſt all the Advantages which 


the Grand Monarch had plann'd out to him- 


ſelf, when big with the Expectations of the 


late War; They have run away with the 
beſt Part of our Trade, and are. daily 
growing Great upon the Baſis of our Ruin 
tis true they Keep well with us a while till 
they have reaped a few more Adyantages, 
which when they have Effected, they have 
nothing more to do than throw oft the Hy- 
pocritical Mask which they have wore ſo 
long; they will then declare their Senti- 


ments openly, we ſhall have negociated 
and treated *till we have nothing left to treat 


about; only think, what then muſt be our 
Condition? Our Trade deſtoyed, our Fina- 
ces exhauſted, forſook by our Allies, and 
deſpiſed by all the World; what can we e- 
pect but to be made a Colony to France. 
Heaven forbid that this ſhould ever be the 
Caſe, yet this muſt invitably be it, if we 


purſue your Meaſures another Century with- 


out Interruption, and-Slavery muſt enſue. 


You will ſayy, at firſt View, that this 


iooks like a very ſevere Charge, but ex- 
amine the Series of our Tranſaction for ſome 


Years paſt, and it will prove it ſtrictly true. 


How imperceptibly have we lid into every 


Snare they have laid for us. How implicit- 


ly have we complied with all their Meaſures. 


Nay, we have given them no great T 755 


OY : 
— — - — . . — ͤ'— AD a 22 


4 


(14) 


ble to cajole us, for we ourſel ves have aſ- : 


ſiſted them in the Deceit. What Infatuation 
could thus blind any Minifter ? Was it Fear? 
If once Timerouſneſs gets Poſſeſſion of the 


Breaſt of a Premier, what a miſerable Con- 


dition muſt the People bein? Yet if it was 
not Fear, it muſt be the greateſt Baſeneſs 


of another Kind. That it could not be 
Fear, we are apt to conclude, becauſe we 
have had ſuch convincing Inſtances, not 


many Years ſince, that our Power proper- 
iy applied is able to turn the Ballance of 
Europe which Way we pleas'd : Thus your 


Enemies are willing, and not without ſome 
Shadow of Reaſon, to take off the Charge 
of Miſconduct, from the, Motive of Timidi- 
ty, and fix it on the other Alternative of 
meanly gratifying ſome private Intereſt: It 


is that, ſay they, which has ſo long ſway'd 


our Councils, and 'while that prevails, 
where ſhall we ſeek Redreſs? 


I confeſs, I do not ſo much attribute the 


Reſolutions, which have ſo long been fol- 
low'd, ſo much to Fear, as Ambitien; an 
inordinate Luſt after Power, and an Ap- 


prehenflon leſt any one ſhould ſhare in the 


Authority, which a Miniſter may think be- 
longs to him alone. That this is the true 
Motive, I believe, all your Conduct, both 


Foreign and Domeſtic, will evince; as the 


Tenour of the Whole hath been to con- 
firm your Power at Home, And here give 


me 


(#5) 

me Leave to obſerve, that the Prejudice of 
Education will ſubſiſt, however remoy'd in 
Life from its firſt Origin, and however 
Grandeur may exalt it; nay, that very 
Grandeur doth oftentimes ſerye only to 
render it more pernicious. The Iifferont | 
Effects that the Bar, the Pulpit, or the 
Field, ſingly, have on our Councils, even 
when advanc'd in Years, and in Purſuit of 
Schemes of the moſt enterprizing Nature; 
and which require the greateſt Perſpicuity, 
without a particular Attachment to either, 
is ſo very viſible, that it need only be men- 
tioned to convince one of the Truth of it. 

Vou, Sir, who had. the Advantage of an 
Education to qualify you for the Bar, have 
 ſhewn ſo particular an Attachment therets, 
that fince Fate has ſelected you out, with 
whom to truſt, as it were, the Rights of a 
whole People, you have purſu'd the Me- 
thods laid down in our Law Books, and by 

only varying the Appellations, have gone 


thro' the whole Courſe of the Courts; Trea- 


ties and Conventions haye been ſubſtituted 
in the Place of Declarations, and Special 
Pleadings : But one Thing contrary to the 
Cuſtom of moſt Lawyers, though we your 
unhappy Clients have often teiz'd you, till 
you have figned Fudgment on our Ene- 
mies; yet, alas! we could never prevail 
upon you to carry it into Execution. 


IN 
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In Order to carry on your ambitious 
Schemes at Home, it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for you to keep a good Underſtanding 
with France; no Matter for the General 
Good! What is the Welfare of the Na- 
tion, when the Power, Safety, and more 
important Ambition of a Minifter is in 
Queſtion? This, Sir, you wiſely revolv'd 
in your Mind, further conſidering that a 
Prime Stateſman, if he is not himſelf bred 
a General, ought of all Things to avoid 
War; for it is the firſt Element taught in 
ll the Modern School of Politicks, that eve- 
xy Honour, every Advantage that has or 
| may accrue be the ſole Work and Contri- 
l; vance of the Stateſman ; therefore it is no 
ll Wonder that a Minifter; who is entirely 
unacquainted with the Field, declines Fight- 
ing. What do the Clamours of an oppreſ- 
j Ted and plunder'd People avail ? He knows 
ll his own Strength that it conſiſts in. Cunning, 
not in Force; and it is natural for all the 
Creation to fly in Times of Danger, to that 
| _ Reſource, where Inſtinct tells them they are 
i moſt powerful; Cunning, when blended 
| + with Honeſty, may be of infinite Service, 
_and that it is ſo to a neighbouring Nation 
| is certain; for I believe no one will diſpute 
ll but what the Cardinal loves his Country ; 
| but where a Man has incurr'd the Diſeſteem 
l of his Countrymen, the very ſame Principle 
ji of Cunning muſt neceſſarily be imploy'd 
to 
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to gloſs over thoſe Actions, which may 
ha ve created that Diſeſteem; like the poor 
Bird who dreads the piereing Eye of the 
Rattle Snake; he will hop from Treaty to 
Treaty, as from Bough to Bough, to defer 
as long as poſſible his falling into the in- 
evitable Deſtruction that attends him; to 
ſuch an one, War is as bad as immediate 
Death. Peace (however obtain'd) may a 
while ſlabber over his Inadvertencies, or 
hat elſe you will pleaſe to call them, and 
keep People from enquiring more particu- 
larly into them; but ſhould a War enſue 


it brings all co Light, his dark Tranſactions 


can then no longer be a Secret ; if it be 
ſucceſsful the Commander in Chief will e- 
clipſe his Glory, and perhaps retrench his 
Power, and if the War ſhould prove unſuc- 
ceſsful, he may be made to anſwer for the 
Misfortune. This, I ſuppoſe, gave Riſe to 
the only publickly avow'd Miniſterial Ma- 
xi, I hinted at before, That the greateſt 
Happineſs a Trading Nation could enjoy was 
Peace: To effect which, and the only 
Means you could propoſe to enjoy an unin- 
terrupted Tranquility, was by keeping up 
a cloſe Correſpondence with France, and ta- 
king Care not to enter into any Meaſures, 
but ſuch as might be agreeable to that 
Court; nor to refuſe entering into ſuch 
Meaſures, as they might think fic to pro- 
poſe : Provided we did not diſoblige his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty : You, doubtleſs, 
Co con- 


— — 1 —— — — — — 
—_ ” — — nn ” 

— — — — — — Dag, y 

22 2 


_ —— 
— — 


Power in Europe, or with all in their Turn, 


fail in this, yet as we could not well carry 
on a War againſt France, without forming, 


Generals, as conſiderable as the Duke of 


Marlborough was, in the Reign of Queen 


having all our Generals made nothing but 


neſs; becauſe the Decay of Trade, howe- 


Time; and ſurely no wife Man will give 
himſelf any Trouble about what may hap- 


(#8) 


concluded, that we might quarrel with any 


without involving the Nation into ſuch a 
War, as might diſturb his Repoſe; France 
certainly is the only Nation in Eurepe, that 
could, with any Probability of Succeſs, play 
the Pretender upon us; and tho? they ſhould 


or joining, in an Alliance with ſome of the 
Powers upon the Continent ; ſuch a War 
might render lome one, or other, of our 


Anne, which would of Courſe make you 
but an Appendix to the General, inſtead of 


Appendixes to you. 


TrtsEt were the dangerous Effects, 
which you might juſtly apprehend from a 
War with France; whereas, from a War, 
with any of the other Powers of Europe, 
you had nothing to fear, but the Interrup- 
tion and Decay of our Trade; and that, 1 
preſume, could give you no great Uneaſi- 


ever ſenfibly it might affect the Perſons im- 
mediately concern'd therein, yet it could 
never reach our Taxes, and conſequently 
you could never ſenſibly feel it in your Life 


pen 


OE 
pen to his Country, after his Death ? If he, 
did, what Horror muſt you undergo at re- 
viewing your paſt Conduct. 


I T is incredible to think, what an Influ- = 


ence the French have had over us for this 
long Time; and I am ſorry to ſay, that 
even yet I am afraid it continues. It began 
thro? your particular Attachment thereto, 
and I may ſay, that your great Maſter in 
Politicks, the Cardinal, leads you as it 
were in a String, and you follow him ſub- 
miffively in every Path he treads. To go 
no further back, than the Year 1721, at 
the Inftigation of our beforementioned 
Friends, we concluded a ſeperate Treaty 
with Spain, and at the ſame Time and 
Place a defenſive Alliance with France and 
Spain, to which the Emperor, our antient 
and natural Ally, in the War againſt Spain, 
was not ſo much as invited to accede, tho? 
by an expreſs Article, it was agreed, that 
the Dutch ſhould ; ſo that it ſeem'd as if 
the Alliance had been intended expreſly a- 
gainſt the Emperar. This of Courſe eſta- 
blithed a good Underſtanding between 
France and Spain, as on the contrarv it 
gave great Diſguſt to the Emperor, and was 
perhaps one of the principal Motives for ſet- 
ting up the Offend Company. This Pro- 
ceeding was, directly repugnant to what L 
laid down aboye as the deliberate Reſult 

= of 


(20) 
of our Forefathers, and the true Intereſt of 
our Nation. | 


T N E ſamous Congreſs of Cambray fol- 


lowed hard upon, and cut out freſh Work 


for our very wiſe Negotiators; one while 


their whole Study was to reduce the over- 


grown Power of the Houſe oi Altria, then 
immediately to make up the doubleDitteren- 


ces between France and Spain, and between. 
Spain and the Emperor; and then, Sir, was 


the Time that we may ſay you was at the 


utmoſt Pitch of Delight; becauſe, for theſe 


Purpoſes we were oblig'd to carry on ſepe- 
rat Negotiations at the Courts of Paris, 


Madrid, and Vienna, which you have al- 


ways found ſerviceable in a double. Capaci- 


ty, as it enables the Great Men, we ſend a- 


broad, upon ſuch Occaſions, to diſplay their 


ine ſtimabl= Talents, and to encreaſe the Per- 


quiſites of your worthy Friends, the Meſ- 


lengers at Home. 


IN the mean Time, the Courts of Vien- 


na and Madrid concluded an Alliance, 
without our Participation. This again gave 
us the Alarm :—— To conclude a Treaty, 
without our having -a Share in the Nego- 


tiation, was a great Affront, for it ſeems to 


be your Opinion, Sir, we ought to allow no 


Power in Europe to make Pence, without 
giving, us an Opportunity £0 make a Specch, 
= ds 5 nor 
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nor to allow any of them to quarrel with: 


another, without giving us an Opportunity 


to fit out a Squadron. 


F RAMNCE, being ſomewhat diſguſt. 
ed at the abovementioned Treaty, toon 
work'd us to her Purpoſe, and immediately 


follow'd the neceſſary and artful Treaiy of 


Hanover. What Advantage we reap'd irom 
thence I can't juftly ſay, it is true it occa- 
ſion'd our ſending ſtrong Squadrons of Men 


of War to the Vet Indies and Mediterrane- 
an; where many of our brayeSeamen dropt 
off like rotten Sheep, without ever daring 


to engage the Foe. Who ſhall we lay were 
anſwerable for their Lives? It muſt ſhudder. 


any Man who has the leaſt Spark of Huma- 


nity, to imagine he ſees the pale Ghoſw of 


his Countrymen thus deſtroy'd, attending 


his Levee, and with horrid Reproaches ac- 


cuſing him, as the ſole Author of their Ruin. 


NE xx to this came the celebrated Trea- 
ty of Seville; of which I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that France by that got every Thing 
te could wiſh for, ape No 


InDEED, when the antient Alliance was 


_ renew'd, in the Year 1731. between Ger- 


many, Holland, and Great Britain, every 
Body imagin'd, that you had chang'd your 
Maxims, and was from thenceforth reſolv- 
ed to purſue a different Scheme of Pallets 5 
En or 


(22) 
for no Body could ever have dreamt at that 
Time that France had conſented to your en- 
tering into that Alliance ; but your Beha- 
viour afterwards, when the Emperor was at- 
tack'd by Spain, France, and Sardinia con- 
vinced every Body, that France had not on- 
Iy conniv'd at that Alliance; but had, I 
ſuppoſe, order'd you to adviſe us to it in 


Order to fix his Imperial Majeſty's Depen- 


dance upon the Maritime Powers, and how 
juſtly he might depend upon them, woful 
Experience has told him. 


AFTER the Treaty concluded at Vienna, 


between Us and the Emperor, in the Year 


1731, another Treaty was concluded at 
Vienna, the ſame Year, between the Empe- 
ror,” Spain, and Us; in which there is an 
Article that ſeems to be a Proof of our be- 
ing then ſenſible, that we had been impos'd 
on, with Regard to the ſecret Articles be- 
tween the Emperor and Spain, in the Year 


1725; but ſuppoſe we had been ſooner fen- 
flble of this Impoſition, yet it would have 


made a Breach between France and Us, 


Which muſt not have been upon any Ac- 
count whatſoever: Eſpecially, as it gave 
us the Honour of being at the ſole Ex- 
pence of ſettling Don Carlos in Italy, tho! 


according to the Punto of Spaniſp Pride, it 
was an Honour he took Care not to allow 


US, 


During 
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DvurinG all the Time, to the Concluſion 
of the Freaty of Seville, Spain had ſet up 
ſeveral unjuſt Claims and Pretences, under 
Colour of which ſhe had plunder'd or taken 
many of our Merchant Ships, both in the 
Mediterranean and the Weſt Indies, eſpeci- 
ally the latter ; France took Care, in the 
Treaty of Seville, that none of the Claims, 
or Pretences, ſhould be expreſsly deter- 
mined. | 5 


IN the Year 1732, we were told of no- 
thing but laſting Peace, and you particular- 
ly triumph'd in that View; but alas in 
1733, the King of Peland's Death occaſion- 
ed freſh Commotions : Whether we ought 
to have taken Part with the Emperor or no, 
in the War he was then engag'd in, I leave 
to you, Sir, who are a nice Judge of Ho- 
nour, to determine: But thus much I muſt. 
ſay, that nothing but our inviolable At- 
tachment to the mo/# Chriſtian Court, could 
have prevented our doing ſo. | 


To bring it down to the preſent Times. 
What has Spain been doing for theſe Seyen 
Years paſt, but raiſing new Doubts and Ca- 
vils, and heaping new Injuries upon the 
old? France has been underhand ſupport- 
ing her in her Depredations, and cajoling 
us into uſeleſs and fallacious Treaties, G. 

even 


(24) 


even down to the ever memorable Co x- 
VENTION. And all this is owing to your 
Complaiſance, and the Cardinal's Wiſdom 
and Policy; tor the French got ſuch a Rap 
on the Fingers, by Means of the open 
Ambition of Lewis XIV. that they have 
ever ſince chang'd their Meaſures ; they 
then laid open Szege to the Liberties of Hu- 
rope, but now they carry it on by the Sap, 
and we whom they. could neyer cordially 
eſteem, are deſtin'd to be the Victims of 
their Cunning. 


- AFTER this curſory View, can it be de- 
nied, that every one of your Actions ſpeaks 
ou either afraid of, or attach'd to France. 
= let us take a Survey of what has been 
done ſince our Declaration of War; which 
will naturally bring us to conſider our great 
Armament, and to what our preſent Exped:- 
tions are likely to tend. 7 


Every Nation, when it undertakes a 
juſt and neceſſary War, proſecutes it with 
Vigor; but will any one ſay we have done 
ſo ? For God's Sake what has been done 
on any Hand, but what Admiral Vernon 
hath done, and his Actions and Succels is 
entirely owing to his own perſonal Brave- 
ry, and the unfeign'd Love his ſmall Forces 
bear him. Here two Years are elapſed, 
and what has been done all that 1 
IJ 
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Why we have indeed all the Shew and Pre- 
paration of War, but without the enliven- 
ing Vigour; the Merchants complain'd that 
their Trade was interrupted, to protect. 
which, a ſtrong Squadron was ſent to the 
Mediterranean, has it piotected our Ships? 
No, on the contrary, do not their Priva- 
| teers ſwarm in our Channel, to the Terror 
and utter Ruin of many of our Traders? 
IEEREH was a Motion made laſt Seſſions 
in your Houſe, by a worthy Gentleman, That 
the Captains of His Majeſty's Men of War, 
who had for ſome time before been order'd 
to cruiſe in and about the Channel, ſhould 
lay before the Houſe their reſpective Jour- 
nals, and give an Account, how far they 
anſwer'd the Intent of ſ-nding them out. 
Was there any thing unreaſonable in this 
Motion? Or, was it any thing but what was 
reaſonable to be imagin'd would be enquir'd 
into? If we have Men of War upon aCruiſe, 


and have daily and hourly freſh Advices of 


ſome unhappy Ship or other falling into the 
Enemy's Hands, is is not natural to ask, what 
thoſe Men of War are doing, eſpecially, 
when above forty of our Ships have been ta- 
ken and carried into as bad as an Algerine 
Slavery, when not aboye two or three of 
theſe Privateers have been deſtroy'd in all 
the European Seas? This Motion was there- 
fore look'd on as a laudable one by the Mi- 
nority : but for what Reaſon, I know not, 
was (according to Cuſtom) rejected by the 
Majsrity. Is it thro' Complailance to France, 
. or 
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or Fear of the Spaniards that we thus ſuffer 
with Impunity daring Robberies that our 
moſt trifling Force is able toquell? Iremem- 
ber in the late War Things were upon quite 
another Footing, in Regard to the Spirit we 
exerted, as we are now ſuperior to what we 
were then in our warlike Preparations. If 


the Neutrality of France is to be a continu- 


al Bugbear to us, we had better for our own 
Sakes be at open Variance with her, tho? 
indeed it is much more beneficial to her to 


keep us in the Suſpence we are now in, it 


anſwers every End of her's, gives her Time 


to equip her Fleets, ſtrengthen her Land 


Forces, and get her Finances in good Order, 
at the ſame time that they impoveriſhus, by 


keeping up Forces for the ExpeQation of 


their breaking into a Rupture, at a great 


national Expence, withont the leaſt appa- 


rent Advantage. We have likewiſe been 


threaten'd with Invaſions, and then it was 


preach'd up how ſerviceable our Navy ſhould 
make ſuch an Attempt, e'er they could reach 
our Shores; but I would obferye, that if our 
Navy cannot keep off a few ſmall Veſſels 
from plundering us in Sight of our very Sea- 


ports, how can we expect them to defend us 


from a formidable Fleet, or Armada? 

As to the Fleet, under the Command of 
Admiral Haddock, I have deliver'd my Sen- 
timents of it in another Place, that I thought 
he had done nothing worthy Notice. And 
the favourite Thing of all which he was com- 


: mended for, viz. blocking up the Bay of 


Cates 
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Cales was a very uſeleſs ill judg'd Nece of 
Service, and as I then further obſerv'd, 1 
could not in Charity but doubt that his In- 
ſtructions bound up his Hands; for that a 
Man ſo gallant as I know him to be would 
not otherwiſe haye remain'd fo long in a 
State of Inaction, but as I know your Inte> 
ligence to be pretty quick, I need not re- 
mind you what I then or there ſaid, nor here 
repeat it; I ſhall only add this Obſervation, 
that if Admiral Bing attempted the Fleet at 
Meſſina, in the Year 1718, when certainly 
we had not the ſame Cauſe to attack Spain, 
as at this preſent Time, I think the Britiſh 
Fleet muſt cut a very contemptible Figure, 
not only in the Eyes of all neutral Powers, 
but even of our Enemies themſelvès, after 
having lain two Vears to watch the Motions 
of, and block up, a Fleet in its Harbour, 
and yet to let it eſcape at laſt. 5 
TukE Nation does not accuſe her Com- 
manders of theſe Neglects; no, Sir, they 
are ſo prepoſſeſs'd in Favour of them, and 
the Demerits of Somebody elſe, that I need 
not inform you at what Quarter their Cla- 
mours point; and give me Leave to tell 
vou, Sir, that to how great a Degre ſoever a 
Miiniſter may be Maſter of the Purſes of the 
People, if he don't poſſeſs their Hearts, his 
Foundation is bad, and ſooner or later all 
the Superſtructure muſt fall co Pieces. 
TE fame Indolence, Fear, or whatever 
it may be ſtil'd, which hath ſo long delay'd 
this juſt and neceſſary War, ſeems ſtill to be 
| „ predoy 


predominant: Preparations are making, *tis 
true, but ſlowly, and to fo little Purpoſe, 
that if no Opportunity ſhould offer for a 
Treaty, we may perhaps be convinc'd that 
we are at War, about three Years after the 
Declaration : In ſhort, Sir, you muſt excuſe 
me if I ſpeak my real Sentiments and tell 
you, that I am apprehenſi ve there is ſome 
latent Miſchief, ſome hidden Scene of Ini- 
quity, which ſome People may be afraid 
will be brought to Light, if the War ſhould 
be proſecuted with the Vigour, which the 
Parliament have enabl'd, and the People are 
deſirous it ſhould be; elſe why do we pro- 
ceed with ſuch Deliberation? Vou went in- 
to this War with Re luctance, and it is really 
proſecuted with too much Diſſidence and 
Precaution; your whole Conduct ſeems to 
tend to the quieting People at Home, at the 
Expence of their Fame and Reputation abroad. 
I know your Reply to this will be with 
our uſual ſcornſul Smile, what wou'd theſe 
People have? What would'they be at? Are 
we not going to ſend Reinforcements to 
their Darling Yern-n t. - And is not Sir John 
Norris gone out? Had we ever a better 
Fleet or ever better mann?d ?.- d 
ALL this we allow, but ſtill there remains 
this plain Queſtion to ask you, Sir, and! 
think a very reaſonable one, Mh was not 
all this done in the Beginning of the I. 7 Had 
we immediately upon the Declaration en- 
deayour'd to have ſtruck a deciſive Stroke, 
and ſucceeded therein, which in all human 
| Probability 
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Probability we might, it would not only 
have ſav'd ſeveral of our Merchant Ships, 
and great Numbers of our Sailors from being 
taken, but would have made the Spaniards 
more {ubmithve, and ready to comply with 
our Terms; whilſt our Delay, and going on 
in this pzdd/ing Manner, in a juſt and honou- 
rable War, gives them Time to prevail on 
France to ſuccour them, and to equip two 
formidable Squadrons, which at that Time 


were far from being ready; and here, Sir, 


let me repeat another Inſtance of Perfidy in 
your very good Friends, the ' Freach, they 

pretend the ſtricteſt Neutralicy during chis 
War; but where is their Neutrality, when 
moſt of the Spanrſh Ships are mann'd' with 
Frenchmen, and our own Subjects who are 
firſt inveigl'd from Home into their Armies, 
on Account of their being Roman Catholicks; 
and, I believe, could it be known we ſhould 
find, that ſcarce one third of the Enemy's 
Forces is made up of Spanzards, ſo that tho 
Spain has declar'd War againft us, we fight 
in Fact againſt Iriſhb Papi/ts frenchified, and 
Frenchmen. And how can any Nation be 
ſaid to obbſerve Neutralicy, when ſhe clan- 
deſtinely aſſiſts any one of the contending 
Powers? The calm Cardinal indeed. has 
condeſcended to let you know, that as long 
as you make no great Conqueſts, or conſide- 
rable Acquiſitions; Hain and you may beat 
one another for the Diverſion of Europe, and 
he will not intermeddle, but at the ſame 
Time kindly infinuates, that if you DEA 
| at» 
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his Orders, he will make one amongſt ye. 
Hitherto we have conform'd te his DireQi- 
ons, but how will he reliſh theſe two threat- 

ned Expeditions? 3 
As to the firſt, it is well known how ſtre- 
nuous all Ranks of Men have been for ſup- 
porting Mr. Vernon; Party has been thrown 
aſide, and all agree that encreaſing his Force 
is for the Good of the Nation. Had theſe 
Forces been ſent him, when it was firſt pro- 
pos'd, we might in all Probability by this 
Time have been Maſters of the Havanna; 
but what will Conqueſts avail, if one in- 
glorious Treaty ſhould come and ſweep them 
all back again? But before we enter into 
that, give me Leave, Sir, juſt to mention 
one Thing to you. ' Ee 
FER appears to me to be a very bad 
Choice in the Troops deſign'd for Admiral 
Vernon, my Sphere of Action has been con- 
fined to Land Forces only, and of them on- 
ly I ſhall ſpeak : I fay, there is a manifeſt 
Error in ſending the Forces that are en- 
camp'd in the Iſle of Migbt to the Weſt In- 
dies. The Climate requires hardy Soldiers 
that have been enur'd to Toil and Labour, 
and to bear Hardſhips, not a Parcel of Boys 
that have been gather'd up in a Hurry, and 
being fent away at once, raw and undiſci- 

plin'd, are ſcarce able to bear an Encamp- 
ment, and are half dead before they em- 
bark, yet theſe are ſuch you are going to 
ſend the brave Admiral, whe in all Proba- 
bility will have the greateft Scene of Ac- 
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tion; for God's Sake, why muſt not ſome 
of our regular Wor? be ſent to him? No, 
ſo ſond are we of a 
that we muſt not expoſe them to Danger, 
but keep them at Home to make a Sunday 
May Day, for the Populace. However ſuch 
as you pleaſe let him have, and I don't que- 
ſtion, but he will do what is in the Power of 
Man for his Country's Glory, and his own. 
As to the other, i need only mention the 
Admiral's Name to inſpire _ Engliſhman 
with the greateſt Idea that can be form'd of 
whatever he ſhall undertake, and I could 
have wiſh'd for the Sake of the Nation, that 
he had undertook this Expedition ſooner z 
ſhould any Accident happen that might in- 
terrupt the Succeſs, he may poffibly ex- 
pet, which might join the French and Sp 
nards, who is to blame but you f —— 
You could expect no other even before the 
War began, and to ſtand upon the vain Pre- 
ſumption of their Neutrality betrays a more 
abject Fear in you than any you have ever 
yet expreſs'd. You know the French have 
ſereral Times had the Audacity to inſult 
and deride the once ſo much boafted Ho- 
nour of Our Flag, and ſhould they meet 
our Admiral, and repeat that Inſolence, 
whateyer prevailing Arguments you may 
have met. with to put it up at Home, I dare 
venture to ſay, he will not ſuffer it to pals 
with Impunity. In ſhort, Sir, we can now 
expect Nothing but a Rupture with France, 
which, I own I apprehend, will be of no 
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Detriment to the Public, however, it may 


embarraſs the Cabinet. For this, I firmly 
believe, that tho' our Miniſtry has but few 
Friends in the Councils of any State in Eu- 


rope, except France; yet the Nation has 


many, and that tho' none of our antient 


Allies can put any Confidence in the M---y, 


yet they know by Experience they may in 


the Nation, when our Government is di- 


rected by the Voice of the People. 

AND now, Sir, ſuffer me to take my 
Leave, and aſſure you, that as I retain the 
higheſt Veneration, and Senſe of Duty to 
his Majeſty, and his Auguſt Family, I as 
heartily * and abhor ſome who are 


unhappily for Him plac'd too near Him, 
whom though I have no Martice to the 


Mx; yet I ſhall always think it my Ho- 


nour publickly to teſtify, that 1 abhor their 
MEASUREs. 7 SI 


_ To you in particular, Sir, — When- 
ever I am convinc'd, that you have nothing 


but the Honour and Welfare of Great Bri- 


tain at Heart, for that one Conſideration, 


burying every Thing elſe in Oblivion, I 
| ſhall with Pleaſure ſubſcribe myſelf, 
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